THE "DEBACLE"                 133

letter in the other. The King tore open the
letter, and read : " My dear brother - Not having
been able to die in the midst of my troops, it
only remains to me to surrender my sword into
Your Majesty's hands. I am, Your Majesty's
good brother, Napoleon. - Sedan, ist Sept.,
1870."

The Emperor was anxious to deliver himself
personally into the hands of the King as early as
possible, but Bismarck, fearing that Napoleon
might succeed in appealing to the sympathy of the
Prussian monarch, was determined that they
should not meet until all the terms of capitula-
tion had been settled between the opposing com-
manders. So, on the morning of the 2nd of
September, Bismarck himself interviewed Napo-
leon in a tiny weaver's cottage on the road to
Donchery. Later in the evening, King William
rode over to see his captive at the chateau of
Bellevue. Sir William Fraser tells us that he has
the volume of Montaigne's Essays which Napoleon
was reading when the Prussian arrived. What
took place is described by the Prussian Crown
Prince (afterwards the Emperor Frederick), who
accompanied his sovereign on that occasion :
" The King and I dismounted, and were received
by General Castelnau, who wore a look of dejec-
tion. At the door of the vestibule appeared the
Emperor Napoleon in full uniform, wearing the